R. E. POLICY

Introduction to the Policy

The Education Act 1996 states that:

The curriculum for every maintained school shall comprise a basic curriculum which includes provision for religious education for all registered pupils at the school (Education Act 1996 s. 352).

Religious Education is designated a ‘basic subject’ and its status ensures that it enjoys equal standing in relation to the core and foundation subjects within the school curriculum and is resourced and allocated time in the same way.  However, parents may, after consultation with the school, withdraw their children from Religious Education lessons on grounds of conscience.

School Situation

Cilffriw Primary School is situated in a village which does not have a significant number of children from different ethnic groups.  The majority of what is taught in R.E. will therefore reflect our Christian culture and traditions.  However, the children will be taught about key figures, festivals and sacred texts of other faiths, particularly at Key Stage 2 to foster a deeper understanding of people from other ethnic and religious backgrounds.  This accords with the Education Act 1996 which states that R.E. should reflect the fact that the:

‘Religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain. (Education Act 1996 s. 375(3).

The Aims of R.E.

Cilffriw Primary School views the main aims of R.E. to be:

1. To encourage knowledge and understanding of the beliefs and practices of religious traditions with particular emphasis on Christianity whilst giving due recognition to other faiths.

2. To encourage reflection on those aspects of human experience which raise questions in the individual’s search for meaning in life and which can give rise to deeply held beliefs.

3. To encourage positive attitudes of openness and sensitivity towards people whose religious beliefs and customs may be different from their own, and to help pupils to appreciate the practical implications of such tolerance.

4. To foster a sense of awe, respect and wonder in relation to the natural world and aspects of human experience.

5. To encourage a positive appreciation of Welsh religious heritage and culture.
The Approach to Religious Education

There are no presumptions made as to the religious backgrounds and beliefs and values of the children and the staff.  We value varying backgrounds of all members of the school community and hope that this will encourage individuals to share their own experiences with others freely.  Everyone is treated with respect and sensitivity and we value the links which are and can be made between home, school and church or chapel.  We promote teaching in Religious Education that stresses open enquiry and first-hand experiences wherever possible for both staff and children.

The Content of Religious Education Programme

R.E. in Cilffriw Primary School is taught in accordance with programmes of study outlined in the Authority’s Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education and the R.E. handbook which accompanies it.  The school’s R.E. Scheme of Work has been compiled from this syllabus.

The topics taught and experiences explored in religious education lessons are determined by the age and development of the children.  Much of the work undertaken with young children is implicit and provides the children with the opportunities to reflect on their own experiences.

The programmes of study in the Agreed Syllabus present the R.E. curriculum under five ‘Aspects’ which are: worship, celebration, authority, lifestyles and community.  The school’s R.E. Scheme of Work, based on the syllabus, ensures continuity and progression and aims to develop understanding and progression between key stages.  Audio/visual resources and ICT are used to enhance knowledge and understanding.

Key Skills

Essential skills and attitudes are developed whilst each Aspect is explored.  These skills enable the pupils to handle religious ideas and mature in their understanding of religious concepts.  Some of the basic skills and attitudes underpinning the teaching and learning of R.E. are as follows:

Skills

Observation:
to help pupils appreciate and understand the significance of religious events, sacred buildings, use of artefacts etc. which they may observe when studying particular topics.

Enquiry:
to stimulate pupils’ interest so that they want to find out more about the topic and know how to go about researching it.

Empathy:
to help pupils develop the ability to stand in another’s shoes when studying religious practices and beliefs.

Understanding:
to develop the ability to appreciate the nature of religious language, for example, metaphor and symbol, and become aware of such literary forms as myth, parable and gospel.

Reflection:
to reflect upon relevant issues and make thoughtful responses as to what they mean at a personal level.

Judgement:
to develop the ability to evaluate religious material in a critical and balanced way.

Expression:
to talk and write about aspects of religion freely, using appropriate vocabulary, and expressing personal views and feelings through both verbal and non-verbal means.

Attitudes

Concern:
encouraging consideration for others, caring about values, the environment, etc.

Curiosity:
wanting to know more about religious topics, exploring the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of beliefs and practice.

Sensitivity:
developing respect for others’ beliefs, values and practices.
Integrity:       acknowledging the negative aspects of religion; the importance of genuine doubt; the limits of beliefs; the fact of valid disagreements amongst believers.

Appreciation:
being tolerant of others’ ethnic systems and cultural differences and appreciating the variety and validity of these perceptions.

Time Allocation

The time allocated to Religious Education follows the recommendations in the Agreed Syllabus requiring an allocation of approximately 5% curriculum time.

As a result of the way in which the curriculum is organised at each Key Stage, the amount of time allocated to Religious Education in any week may differ.  Religious Education may be provided in a ‘whole block’ or the time may be divided up into smaller sessions.  However, over the whole year class teachers do their best to ensure that all children have equal access to the required amount of Religious Education curriculum time.

Curriculum and School Organisation

The Scheme of Work for Religious Education outlines how Religious Education is planned and taught in each Key Stage by means of the primary framework for RE, which indicates what is to be studied.

Subject planning and evaluation for work in Religious Education is incorporated into general planning and evaluation, each half-term or term.  This is seen in teachers’ initial and Long Term Planning.  Planning and evaluation of work within any curriculum area is undertaken on a short term basis by the class teacher and can be seen in their Short Term Plans.
Learning in Religious Education is usually by means of direct teaching to the class, by providing direct hands-on experience with RE resources, such as photographs or artefacts; by teacher-prepared materials such as worksheets; through stories, poetry, drama; through visits to chapels, churches or other places of worship.

A range of reference materials for Religious Education is available – no one resource alone is used.  Pictorial material, such as poster and picture packs is a valuable resource.

Visitors from various backgrounds may be invited into school to work with the children.  Establishing links with local groups is helpful to school.  Local ministers and representatives from different denominations are regular visitors.  We also have links with a Massai village in Kenya, and a school in Uganda, representatives from which have visited us on occasions through Mrs Pauline Evans and Mr. John Walters.

Links with Other Subjects

Religious Education has links with other areas of the curriculum including English, History and Art.  It is also linked to the way in which the school organises its Collective Worship.  Collective Worship is provided daily and while it is seen as being distinct from Religious Education, there are certain links which can be identified.  For example, during the variety of forms of collective worship there will be time for everyone to reflect and, in addition, there will be opportunities for spiritual growth, including the exploration of specific Religious Education themes.

Religious Education also provides opportunities for teaching the following cross-curricular dimensions – Equal Opportunities, Personal and Social Education and Education for Ethnic Diversity where appropriate.
Teaching Religious Education

At Cilffriw, Religious Education is taught by individual class teachers.  However, the right of any member of staff to withdraw from the teaching of Religious Education is recognised and respected.  It must be noted that it is totally inappropriate for staff to impose any personal belief on their pupils.  Teaching is always objective.
Class teachers are responsible for their own class organisation and teaching, while at the same time ensuring these complement and reflect the overall aims of the school.  Class, group or individual work will be appropriate at sometime or another.

Withdrawal from Religious Education

It is recognised that parents have the right to withdraw their child from Religious Education – in its entirety or in part.  This is clearly stated in the School prospectus.  If a parent chooses to withdraw their child from Religious Education then arrangements are made for that child to be withdrawn by the class teacher in consultation with the Headteacher.

Resources

A variety of Religious Education resources are currently available in school.  These include children’s reference books, teachers’ resource books, pictorial resources, such as posters.  Resources are shared and all staff, including visiting students, have equal access to all resources.

The majority of resources are kept in the teachers’ resource area.  This is only accessible to members of school staff and to adult helpers under teacher guidance.  Children should not remove or replace resources at any time please.

Children’s reference books for Religious Education are kept in the Library.  These are colour coded and arranged under the school system.  Children and staff borrow these resources.  Please return promptly.

The RE coordinator is responsible for maintaining RE resources, and for monitoring their use.  Resources are purchased following the general school ordering procedures.  The current lists of resources are regularly checked.  Staff are asked to submit to the RE coordinator requests for any resources which they require to be added to the existing stock.  Although resources are limited we do our best.
Evaluation
Evaluation is carried out to enhance the teaching and learning of Religious Education within our school.  It is the responsibility of all staff, both teaching and non-teaching, to monitor and evaluate the curriculum provision made for Religious Education within the school, in order that pupils make the greatest possible progress.

Evaluation includes evaluation of the content of the Religious Education Curriculum to ensure that the Agreed Syllabus requirements are being fulfilled in the best possible way.  Monitoring of teachers’ planning is carried out to check that plans are actively put into action in the classroom.

Evaluation may take place by means of a number of methods including:

· Looking at children’s work

· Evaluation of teachers’ planning as seen in Long and Short Term Plans

· Discussion among groups of staff or the whole staff

· Classroom observation

Ethos

Cilffriw Primary School has a caring environment where pupils are encouraged to take pride in their school, to enjoy shared experiences and to work and play co-operatively.  The children are encouraged to develop their own identity and values as well as building good relationships with peers and adults.  Values such as honesty, consideration, good manners, self-discipline and respect for others’ feelings and property are fostered.

The school has close links with the local churches.  Ministers and lay preachers from churches in the area frequently speak at assemblies.  Caring Agencies, such as NSPCC and Bobarth Cymru, visit the school on a regular basis.  The children have raised money for a number of charities, have participated in sending goods overseas via relief agencies at times of international disaster and regularly at Harvest and Christmas time fill shoeboxes with the Blythswood Christian appeal.  The school choral group  sings at charity events.
Visits are made to local churches and chapels as well as to a synagogue in an attempt to develop an awareness of and experience of how people worship.

The existence of the enhanced teacher resource classes within the school, catering for children with speech and language deficits, provides everyday opportunities to develop tolerance, understanding and a caring attitude to those with varying degrees of disability.  These children are provided with the same range of opportunities and experiences as their mainstream peers.
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