CILFFRIW MUSIC POLICY

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle for personal expression, and it can play an important part in their personal development. Music reflects the culture and society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world that they live in. Music making is a creative and enjoyable activity and can also be a highly academic and demanding subject. All children at Cilffriw Primary are provided with opportunities to create, play, perform and enjoy music and to develop the intricate skills involved in performing, composing, listening and appraising.

Teaching and Learning

At Cilffriw Primary, the aim is to make music an enjoyable learning experience. Music plays a vital part in the role of the school through the teaching of the Music National Curriculum, peripatetic music lessons and extra curricular music activities such as the choral group, recorder club, and dance and guitar group. All pupils are encouraged to participate in a variety of musical experiences in order to develop their confidence. Singing lies at the heart of good music teaching and the school aims to focus on developing the pupil’s ability to sing in tune and with others. Through singing songs, pupils also learn about the structure and organisation of music. Singing is a part of everyday life at Cilffriw as teachers often sing to pupils in classes as a way of motivating them and conveying instructions to them. 

At Cilffriw, they listen to and appreciate different forms of music during music lessons and as part of daily school life, entering every assembly to a different piece of music playing, the title of the music being played clearly displayed for all to see. Pupils develop their descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how music can represent feelings and emotions and are taught the disciplined skills of recognising pulse, rhythm and pitch. Music activities integrate the skills of performing, composing and appraising and allow them to make music together, compose in response to given stimuli and notate compositions for the purpose of remembering and for others to play. All pupils in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 learn musical notation during recorder lessons taught by the peripatetic music teacher. 
Additional Music Activities

The following additional musical activities are undertaken during lunchtimes:- 

· Choral Group

· Recorder Club

· Dance & Guitar

These groups give pupils the opportunity to develop their skills beyond the set music lessons. These groups regularly perform to the rest of the school through assemblies and school concerts.

There is also an after school Drama group, which incorporates music and this is available to Years 4, 5, and 6.

Recorder and violin lessons are taught weekly by the peripatetic music teacher, in addition to National Curriculum lessons.

Music Curriculum Planning
The school uses the published scheme Music Express by A & C Black in conjunction with the County Scheme of Work for Music and specially written units of work to link in with school topics. The National Curriculum for music is taught by the class teacher, or some teachers organise for teachers with more music specialism to teach their class and they teach another subject to the other class. In addition to the National Curriculum music lessons and singing sessions within the school, KS2 pupils are also taught how to play the recorder.

Foundation Phase
Music is taught in the nursery/reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As they are part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, the musical aspects of the children’s work are related to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs), which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. At Cilffriw we understand how music contributes to a child’s personal and social development. They are taught counting songs which foster their mathematical ability and songs from different cultures which increase their knowledge and understanding of the world.

Links With Other Curriculum Areas
Music, although a valued subject in its own right, can also contribute to other areas of learning.

Mathematics – counting rhythmic beats, number used for notation

Language – using creative and descriptive language in music making

Technology – designing and making musical instruments

Religious Education – music takes a prominent place in all religions and cultures

Welsh – use of Welsh language in song and folk tunes

Information Communication Technology – the use of computer programmes.

Geography/History – an awareness of how music has changed over the centuries, and an understanding of different cultures in which music forms a part.

Science – how sounds are produced and how the shape of the instrument makes a difference to the sound produced.

Art – as an accompaniment to images found in art, thus creating mood and expression
Music and ICT

Information and communication technology enhances the teaching of music, where appropriate in all key stages. Children use the computer programs ‘Black Cat Compose, and more recently, Sibelius ‘Groovy Music’.
Music and Inclusion

At Cilffriw, music is taught to all children whatever their ability and individual needs. Music forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. During music lessons all pupils are provided with learning opportunities to enable them to make good progress. The school strives hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities and those with special gifts and talents. Activities are differentiated according to the pupil whether through organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, or the amount of assistance given which allows the pupil to learn more effectively. Assessment procedures allow staff to consider each pupil’s attainment and progress in order to ensure that the teaching is matched to the pupil’s needs. Those pupils with a talent for singing are encouraged to join the school choral group to develop their vocal skills and those who show talent musically in lessons to join either the recorder club, guitar club or drama club. 

School Choir and Musical Events

The school has a strong tradition of putting on various musical events through the year. At Christmas the children of Cilffriw present either a Christmas Show or Carol Concert and special assemblies take place for Harvest and Easter, which allow all to participate through singing, speaking or performance in musical groups or as individuals. The Choral group which rehearses weekly has a primary aim of enabling and encouraging children to enjoy singing together and developing their vocal skills, and perform regularly in public on a number of occasions throughout the year at school and out in the community. The school has very strong links with the community and the Choral group participates in various concerts at local venues with external groups and other schools.  The Choral group also performs for senior citizens from the local nursing homes at a local Church.

Assessment, Recording, Reporting

There is no requirement for a formal assessment but class teachers and peripatetic teachers will all be involved in the assessment process. Observations and self-evaluation will enable teachers to revise teaching methods and strategies.
Teachers use effective questioning to assess pupils’ knowledge and understanding. Informal assessments are used to monitor pupil progress and to inform future planning to ensure work is related to pupil ability and allows for continuous development.
Pupil self-assessment is encouraged and pupils discuss their own and others’ development in musical activities. Pupils are kept well informed of their progress.  
Pupils are encouraged to record their work through photographs, video recordings and written evidence eg. Worksheets, graphic scores etc. However, it will not be necessary to keep a record of every single piece of work.

Annual reports to parents inform of pupil progress in musical activities.
Resources

Resources are stored centrally in the Junior Hall for all to use although some resources are stored in classes as a music box or in a music corner. There are a variety of tuned and untuned instruments available. 

All classes have their own copy of the ‘Music Express’ scheme, as the scheme is divided into year groups. The Music co-ordinator has a copy of the County Scheme for Music and gives the appropriate units to the class teachers. 

All pupils are taught the importance of caring for the instruments to ensure they are not damaged.
Monitoring and Review

The coordination and planning of the music curriculum are the responsibility of the subject leaders, who also:

· Support colleagues in their teaching, by keeping them informed about current developments in music and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject

· Teach music in conjunction with the class teachers

· Organise the school choral group

· Liaises with the peripatetic music teacher to work with the violins and recorder groups 

· Reviews and updates the Music Policy

· Monitors the condition of resources available for Music and purchases new when needed

