Cilffriw Primary School Policy for HOMEWORK


POLICY FOR HOMEWORK
Introduction

We believe that homework should never be seen as a punishment or as a laborious task.  Parents are valued as partners in the educative process and we appreciate the considerable and wealth of learning that takes place at home.

We recognise, through discussions with our parents and pupils, that most children lead full and active lives in and out of school.  Many activities are enjoyed including: music, the arts, sports and games and a wide variety of involvement in clubs, church, sport and family events.

At Cilffriw School, we encourage our pupils regularly to bring into school details and achievements of home life in order to share and celebrate together.

Nursery Years
Parents bring their children and are encouraged to select picture story books from the nursery library on a daily basis.  The reading folders are issued from the children’s first week in school.

A parents’ page is included on the scheme of work to ensure that parents are aware of the topics and themes being covered.

Children are encouraged to bring in and share appropriate items from home.  Each week sees a new focus in order to stimulate the interests of these young pupils.

Reception Class
The holistic learning context continues through Reception Class, where children are asked to bring and share items of interest.  
Daily contact with most parents is maintained and we value the partnership in reading at home.  Folders are taken home with an assessment page added for parent/teacher comments.  This good practice is established with use of reference and fiction books encouraged from the beginning.  Children learn early on about authors and illustrators.  
The teacher discusses with individual parents how their child’s writing, spelling and reading (literary skills) are progressing and ways to support by practising at home.  Also, the knowledge and fascination of mathematics and science share a central place in early learning.  Parents’ work with their children at home is welcomed. 
Key Stage One
Reading folders are taken home and parents asked to read with their children every night.  Book reviews begin to be written for homework on a regular basis at Year One, tricky words are learned for spelling every week and 5 facts are written following the reading of a reference book.  Routines are continued and extended into Year Two -  pupils are required to read every evening and return their folders to school every day.  Spelling words are set every week for learning at home.    

Writing is set occasionally and this is always linked to the reading, i.e. book review or facts learned.  Number bonds are learned or consolidated at home.
Every weekend, soft toys, Spotty, Thomas the Tiger, Jeremy and Brownie are taken home with children in the Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 classes.  Short diary accounts are written up and children report back orally on Mondays, where everyone shares, with great interest, in recalling the events and activities enjoyed.
Barnaby Bear is an important member of our school and has travelled far and wide with our pupils, staff and families.

Key Stage Two
Year 3 and 4 children generally read with increased fluency and understanding.  Reading at home continues on a nightly basis with book bags and reading diaries now established instead of folders.  We value parents as partners and as long as children’s diaries are signed books may be changed.  Book reviews are completed routinely as and when appropriate. 
Spelling work is an important part of homework, with weekly lessons on spelling given and words being learned in context to increase and enrich vocabularies.  Children are set work to ensure that dictionaries are used consistently at home.  In Years 3 and 4, mathematics learning activities are set for homework to practise and consolidate work completed in class.  Work learned in spelling and mathematics is tested on a Friday.

Routine and regular reading, spelling and mathematics homework is set in Year 5.  Children are encouraged to read for enjoyment, choosing books from a deliberate selection of a variety of genres and levels to ensure challenge.

Routine spelling and mathematics learning continues from Year 4.  In Year 5, children are required to research a variety of topics for homework.  The teacher always ensures that the subjects to be researched are purposeful and in context, contributing to a shared and enriched understanding of the subject.

By Year 6, the process of completing homework is established and a matter of routine.  Mr Pearce, the Year 6 teacher, organises a homework club on Thursdays from 3.20 – 4.20 p.m.  The objective of these sessions is to encourage study skills and self discipline in the children.

Spelling, Mathematics and Science work is completed in context, so that all learning is meaningful and consolidates or reinforces what has been learned in class.  Reading is completed every night.

As May approaches, the Year 6 pupils will be given practice papers for the KS2 assessments.  These are completed at home to reinforce work learned in class and to familiarise children with the format of the tests.

Speech and Language Resource
Children in the Speech and Language Resource classes have an established home-school book system which is active for every child on a daily basis. 
 In Mrs Richards’ class with the Year One and Two pupils, a weekend diary is valued to stimulate important oral work, when activities and events are recalled and recounted.  Reading takes place every night with each child and spelling of tricky words is practised at home.

Mrs Francis’ pupils continue to develop the weekend diary, again to inform her of the context for essential oral communication among the group.  Spelling work and mathematics are set weekly for homework and reading takes place every night.

Children are encouraged to share aspects of their home life by “showing and telling” on a regular basis.

Throughout school, from the earliest nursery years to Year 6, we have established an ethos of purpose and determination among the school community.  Everyone is expected to work hard and take full advantage of the time available for learning during the school day. 
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