
POLICY FOR HISTORY

Introduction
This policy reflects the values and philosophy of Cilffriw Primary in relation to the teaching and learning of History. It provides a framework, within which all teaching and non-teaching staff work, and it gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment.

The policy should be read in conjunction with the LEA Scheme of Work, which has been adopted by the school, and can be used as a springboard to develop the individual teacher’s ideas in a personal way within the school’s guidelines. This should enable teachers to design a programme of activities that is responsive to their own and children’s skills and needs in History at that particular time.

Audience

This policy relates to pupils in Key Stage 1 and 2. Children in the Early Years will follow the Scheme of Work consistent with Desirable Learning Outcomes.

This document is intended for all teaching staff, the School Governors, parents, inspection teams and LEA Advisers.
This policy is a declaration of Cilffriw Primary policy towards the teaching of History and, as such, is available for any interested person. This policy document, after presentation to, and agreement by, the staff and Governing Body, is available to anyone and can be photocopied at request.
Philosophy

History is an essential part of the Curriculum and should be studied in its own right. History gives us a sense of identity, set within our social, political, cultural and economic relationships. History fires the children’s curiosity about the past in Britain and the world. History plays an essential part in preparing us for living and working in the contemporary world. For, while History is about real people who lived in the past, its fundamental concern is the understanding of human conditions, set in the context of time. Such understanding comes from the study of life in the past, of thoughts, beliefs, emotions and actions, as people related to each other and their environment and as they encountered and solved problems.

As the children see the diversity of human experience, and understand more about themselves as individuals, what they learn can influence their own decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values.

In History, children find evidence, consider it and reach their own conclusions. To do this, they need to research, sift through evidence and argue their point of view – skills that are prized in adult life.

At the very essence of the discipline, understanding (relative to a child’s age) should relate to:

· a sense of chronology and time

· an awareness of the nature and use of evidence

· an ability to enter into some informed appreciation of the thoughts, beliefs, motives and actions of people in the past

· an understanding of what is fact, so that children can interpret, explain or ask historical questions, such as ‘Why did this happen?’ or ‘How do we know this is true?’

· an ability to make informed tenable arguments or judgements.

Subject Aims

History is a foundation subject within the National Curriculum. The aims of teaching History at Cilffriw Primary are consistent with our school philosophy and take account of the legal requirements of the National Curriculum.

The aims of History are:

· to fulfil the requirements of National Curriculum for History and to provide a History Curriculum that is broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated

· to promote positive attitudes towards, and enthusiasm for, History work in school

· for children to value History as a subject in its own right, as well as understanding its contribution to other Curriculum areas and cross-curricular themes and dimensions

· to develop children’s sense of identity through learning about the development of Britain, Europe and the world

· to give children a sense of their own identity within our social, political, cultural and economic background and relationships

· to ensure the progressive development of historical concepts, knowledge, skills and attitudes

· to introduce children to what is involved in understanding and interpreting the past

· to help children to study life in the past – the thoughts, beliefs, emotions, problems and actions of people who related to each other and their environment

· to help children gain a level of historical understanding appropriate to their age, ability and maturity

· to prepare children for living and working in the contemporary world.

In the teaching and learning of History we can identify a number of objectives for the children.

· To develop an awareness of the nature and use of evidence.

· To develop a sense of chronology and time.

· To build up knowledge of events and people from the past.

· To appreciate thoughts, beliefs, motives and actions of people in the past.

· To develop and use correctly historical language and a vocabulary of historical terms.

· To build a framework of historical facts.

· To encourage children to interpret, explain and ask historical questions; for example, ‘why did this happen?’ ‘How do we know this is true?’

National Curriculum

The subject consists of Programmes of Study, Level Descriptions and one Attainment Target. Of the eight Level Descriptions, six are deemed relevant to the Primary years. The Level Descriptions set out the standard of performance expected of the majority of children at the end of each Level. The Attainment Target is divided into a number of strands throughout Key Stage 1 and 2 and is organised into levels of increasing challenge.

The children will undertake a balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes, physical, emotional and intellectual development. It is expected that most children will achieve Level 2 by the end of Key Stage 1, and Level 4 by the end of Key Stage 2.

Foundation Stage

During the Foundation Stage, young children are given opportunities within the Early Learning Goals – ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’ – to find out more about the world they live in, the past and present events in their lives, and in those of their families and other people they know.

Key Stage 1

During Key Stage 1, pupils learn about people’s lives and lifestyles. They find out about significant men, women, children and events from the recent and more distant past in Britain and the wider world. They listen, and respond to stories and use sources of information to help them ask and answer questions. They learn how the past is different from the present.

Key Stage 2

During Key Stage 2, pupils learn about significant people, events and places from the recent and distant past. They learn about change and continuity in their own area, in Britain and other parts of the world. They look at History in a variety of ways, for example social, economic or cultural perspectives. They use different sources of information to help them investigate the past in general and in depth, using dates and historical vocabulary to describe events, people and developments. They also learn that the past can be represented and interpreted in different ways.

Children:

· develop historical enquiry skills – asking historical questions, collecting and recording information and identifying different views

· acquire the appropriate practical skills associated with History, including using appropriate vocabulary and dates

· use primary sources of information, such as, artefacts, documents and visits to museums and historic buildings, as well as secondary sources, e.g. books.

The Programmes of Study

The school will follow the National Curriculum Programmes of Study. In History, as in each subject, there are two main requirements.

1. Knowledge, skills and understanding (what has to be taught in the subject during 
the Key Stage).

2. Breadth of study (the contexts, activities, areas of study and range of experiences 
through which the knowledge, skills and understanding should be taught).

Knowledge, skills and understanding

	
	Key Stage 1
	Key Stage 2

	Chronological understanding
	Pupils should be taught:

· to place events and objects in chronological order

· to use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.
	Pupils should be taught:

· to place events, people and changes into correct periods of time.

· to use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, century and decade.

	Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past
	Pupils should be taught:

· to recognise why people did things, why events happened and their consequences

· to identify contrasts between ways of life at different times.
	Pupils should be taught:

· about characteristics, features of the period and societies studied, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children in the past

· about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied in Britain and the wider world

· to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations and changes in the periods studied

· to describe and make links between the main events, situations and changes within and across the different periods and societies studied.

	Historical interpretation
	Pupils should be taught:

· to identify different ways in which the past is represented.
	Pupils should be taught:

· to recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways and to give reasons for this.

	Historical enquiry
	Pupils should be taught:

· how to find out about the past from a range of sources of information

· To ask and answer questions about the past.
	Pupils should be taught:

· how to find out about the events, people and changes studied, from an appropriate range of sources of information, including ICT-based sources

· to ask and answer questions, and to select and record information relevant to the focus of the enquiry.

	Organisation and communication


	Pupils should be taught:

· to select from their knowledge of History and communicate it in a variety of ways.
	· recall, select and organise historical information

· use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied and communicate their knowledge and understanding of History in a variety of ways.


Breadth of Study

Key Stage 1

During Key Stage 1, pupils are taught knowledge, skills and understanding through the following areas of study.

· Changes in their own lives and the way of life of their family or others around them.

· The way of life of people in the more distant past, who lived in the local area or elsewhere in Britain.

· The lives of significant men, women and children drawn from the History of Britain and the world at large.

· Past events from the History of Britain and the wider world.

Key Stage 2

During Key Stage 2, pupils are taught knowledge, skills and understanding through a Local History Study and three British History Studies.
Life in Early Wales and Britain

Pupils should be taught about the early history of the British Isles (either the earliest peoples or Iron Age Celtic society or the Romans).  They should be taught about the ways in which its societies were shaped by different people and factors, and about the ways of life in the societies studied.

Life in Wales and Britain in either Tudor or Stuart Times

Pupils should be taught about the early modern history of Wales and Britain.  They should be taught about the way of life of people at all levels of society, illuminated by a study of significant individuals and well-documented events of the period, e.g. Bishop William Morgan and the Welsh Bible, the Civil War.
Life in Modern Wales and Britain

Pupils should be taught about the history of Wales and Britain in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, including the ways of life of people in the country and in an industrialised area of Wales.  They should be given opportunities to compare this with life in one contrasting period of the twentieth century, e.g., the Second World War.

A Historical Topic in a Local Context

Pupils should be taught to investigate in depth one historical topic in a local context, e.g., a long-term study of changes in population, industry, agriculture, transport or education or the history and changing function of a local castle or church, or a short-term study of one important event such as the effect of a war or an epidemic on the locality, the causes and effects of a local conflict such as the Rebecca Riots or the Tithe Wars.
Local History Study

A study investigating how an aspect in the local area has changed over a long period of time, or how the locality was affected by a significant national or local event or development, or by the work of a prominent individual.

British History

In their study of British History, pupils are taught about:

· the Romans, Anglo-Saxons or Vikings; Britain and The World in Tudor Times; and either Victorian Britain or Britain since 1930

Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings in Britain

A general study of how British society was shaped by the movement and settlement of different peoples in the period before the Norman Conquest and an in-depth study of how British society was affected by Roman, Anglo-Saxon or Viking settlement.

Britain and the Wider World in Tudor times

A study of some significant events and individuals, including Tudor Monarchs, who shaped this period and of the everyday lives of men, women and children form different sections of society.

Victorian Britain or Britain Since 1930

Victorian Britain: A study of the effect of notable individuals, events and changes in work and transport, on the lives of different members of society.

Britain since 1930: A study of the impact of the Second World War, or social and technological changes that have taken place since 1930, on the lives of different sections of society.

Throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 there should be a progression of education.

By the end of Key Stage 1, most children are able to:

· speak and write about familiar and famous people and events from the recent and more distant past, using everyday terms concerned with the passing of time

· distinguish between aspects of their own lives and the lives of people in the past

· identify ways in which the past is represented

· find out about the past by asking and answering questions.

By the end of Key Stage 2, most children are competent to:

· describe the contribution made by people, events and developments in the past

· provide explanations as to why people in the past acted in the way they did

· find out and answer questions about the past

· give explanations for the different ways the past is represented and interpreted

· record their knowledge and understanding about the past in a variety of ways using dates and historical terms.

Curriculum and School Organisation

In order to achieve the aims outlined, the teaching of History at Cilffriw Primary organises History into a combination of units and topics as laid out in the School Scheme of Work.
History is taught by all class teachers and has a Curriculum Co-ordinator. The
Co-ordinator takes charge of any information/resources procured for the school, but decisions regarding History work, the development of the Curriculum and attendance on courses involves whole staff.
The Scheme of Work is allocated to both Key Stages and time-tabled, so that each Programme of Study in a particular Key Stage is covered fully during the year, and the children are exposed to a range of contexts and materials.

Project loans from the ELRS Library Schools Section can be requested to provide extra written and audio-visual resources for a topic and there is a growing stock of reference books for each History-based topic in the School Library. 

People with an interest, or expertise, in a particular topic or area of History could be invited into school to work with the children. These might be parents, grandparents, other family members, neighbours or representatives of the local community.

Planning at a year-group level ensures that classes within a Year Group cover the same areas of work. Planning at a Key Stage and whole-staff level guarantees continuity and progression within the subject and ensures that there is no unnecessary duplication or omission.

Progression and Continuity

Within the Scheme of Work, learning activities are in sequence to achieve continuity and progression. Progress in History can be characterised by:

· asking and answering more complex questions

· making links and connections between different areas of learning

· recognising patterns and categorising

· understanding more abstract concepts

· providing more reasoned explanations

· understanding what is more and less important

· appreciating the relevance of learning

· using a greater depth and range of historical knowledge to back up judgements

· becoming independent in learning.

Class Organisation and Teaching Style
History is seen as being particularly linked to work in other Curriculum areas including English, Drama, Geography Art, RE, ICT and PSHE and Citizenship.

Approaches to teaching relate to the historical content and the expected outcomes of learning. Whole-class teaching might be suitable for acquiring knowledge, while discussion in small groups gives opportunities for investigation work with artefacts. Role-play and simulation activities may help develop understanding and empathy.

The requirements of the National Curriculum and the age and ability of the children at Cilffriw Primary influence the resources employed.

· Artefacts, pictures and photographs, stories, myths and legends, written sources including documents and printed sources, computer-based materials and computer-generated simulation activities.

· Music.

· adults talking about the past.

· Buildings and sites, educational visits to museums, the use of fieldwork.

Health and Safety

Visits by pupils to the immediate locality, museums and sites of historical interest are an essential part of the History Curriculum. Visits should be well organised and provide a stimulating and valuable experience. The pupils should prepare well for the visit and, on their return, use the experience to good effect in the classroom. The class teacher, or leader, should plan the visit meticulously, with the pupils’ safety and welfare paramount.

The following health and safety issues should be taken into consideration.

· The teacher in charge should make a preliminary visit.

· Parents should be informed fully of any visits outside the school grounds, and sign a Consent Form.

· All voluntary helpers should be fully aware of the procedures and their areas of responsibility.

· The children should be supervised at all times, with extra care taken near water and busy roads.

· Adherence to the school policy of <adult:pupil ratio>.

· If using the school grounds, teaching assistants/helpers should provide extra support.

Please see the Policy for Educational Visits for more detailed information.

Assessment, Record Keeping and Reporting

In deciding a pupil’s Attainment Level at the end of a Key Stage, teachers should judge which description best fits the pupil’s performance. It is important in the assessment of History that the children can use their knowledge, skills and understanding to describe events and to give explanations why people acted as they did. Pupils should also be able to record their knowledge in a variety of ways, using dates and historical terms.

See Policy for Assessment, Recording and Reporting for more information.

Resources and Accommodation

A wide variety of History resources is available at Cilffriw Primary. Amongst them are: children’s reference books; teacher resource books and packs; pictorial resources, including photographs, photo packs and picture packs, timelines; artefacts; newspapers; computer programmes and websites; local History documents; videos, recorded television programmes and the accompanying Teachers’ Guides. All the resources are listed in the Scheme of Work.

Most of the resources are kept in the resource area and are accessible only to members of the school staff and to parents under teacher guidance. Children should not remove or replace resources at any time. Resources are shared by all staff, including student teachers.

 Equal Opportunities

All teaching and non-teaching staff at Cilffriw Primary should ensure that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access to, and make the greatest progress possible in, all areas of the Curriculum. History provides opportunities for teaching that reinforces this ideal.

The National Curriculum for History states that, at Key Stage 1:

·  ‘Pupils should be taught about the everyday life, work, leisure and culture of men, women and children in the past ...’

· ‘Pupils should be taught about the lives of different kinds of famous men and women ...’.

The National Curriculum for History states that, at Key Stage 2:

· ‘Pupils should be taught about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied and the experiences of men and women in these societies ...’.

In line with this, the work covered in History takes account of the commonality and diversity of societies and of the men and women in past and present times.

The implementation of the Policy for Equal Opportunities is ultimately the responsibility of the Head Teacher and the Senior Management Team, but every member of staff is responsible for promoting good practice in the day-to-day operation of the policy.

Special Educational Needs

Children with Special Needs are taught the full History Curriculum. Some children might find visits to museums or historical sites difficult, because of their physical disability or medical needs. Additional support will be given to these children so that they can take a full and active role. Tasks will be adapted if necessary, so that these children can succeed. Sensitive grouping should also reduce problems.

See Policy for Special Educational Needs.

Links with other areas of the Curriculum

As well as taking its own part in the school Curriculum, History contributes to the wider aims of Primary education.

English

With careful planning, History affords opportunities for children to augment and apply their literacy skills. Reading and writing skills are essential for undertaking historical enquiry, for collecting information and source material, making notes and following instructions. Children should be able to communicate in ways appropriate for the task and audience, for example, when interviewing older people about life in the past. Discussion, drama and role-play are aspects of the Programmes of Study, as children increase their understanding of different historical viewpoints and perspectives. Evaluating historical evidence requires children to articulate their ideas, and to compare and contrast their views with those of other people. Good oral communication skills can be practised when the children collaborate on visits.

Mathematics

Children apply their mathematical skills when analysing data, and studying chronological information. The use of fieldwork data, timelines and charts contributes to the children’s mathematical understanding.

ICT

The use of ICT can help children’s learning in History, providing access to a great deal of information. Historical understanding can be enhanced when using CD-Roms to research a significant person, or life, in the past. Pupils can access on-screen timelines to acquire chronological awareness. Databases can be used to search for information and identify and explain patterns of change. Children can view countless websites of museums and historical sites around the world.

Geography

There are close links between the two subjects. An investigation of how an aspect of the local area has changed over a long period, or how the locality was affected by a significant national or local event, will link both History and Geography. As children study British, European and World History they will use and develop their mapping skills and discover the location of places.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development Through History

History promotes the following.

Spiritual development: Through helping pupils recognise the diversity of the world. An historical awareness helps children understand their place in the world. As they look at History in a variety of ways, including cultural and religious aspects, they should develop an appreciation of the impact spirituality has on the History of the world.

Moral development: Through helping pupils reflect how life today has been affected by decisions people made in the past, they can make informed choices in the future. Through discussion, the children learn to appreciate the moral dilemmas posed by events in the past, for example the evacuation of children in the Second World War and the effects this can have on people’s lives.

Social development: Through helping pupils recognise the need to consider the views of others when debating historical information. When studying the effects created by the development of settlements and other significant events in the past, the children come to appreciate the need for collaboration, co-operation and tolerance.

Cultural development: Through exploring History in Britain and the world, the children gain knowledge of the development of different cultures and the impact on people’s lives today.

See Policy for Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development.

Cross-Phase/School Transfer

See Policy for Cross-Phase Transfer.

Evaluation

Evaluation is carried out to improve the teaching and learning of History within Cilffriw Primary. All staff, teaching and non-teaching, appraise the Curriculum provision made for History within the school, in order that pupils make the greatest possible progress. However, the History Curriculum Team, under the guidance of the Curriculum Co-ordinator, carries out a detailed assessment. As with all evaluation, the Head Teacher has overall responsibility.

Evaluation includes a regular review of the content of the History Curriculum to ensure that National Curriculum requirements are being fulfilled. This involves considering the coverage of Programmes of Study at each Key Stage. Pupils’ progress and performance is judged, taking account of factors that might influence this, such as teaching methods, resources, Schemes of Work and accommodation. The organisation of the History Curriculum and teaching styles are evaluated regularly. The effectiveness of any INSET for History provided internally, or by an external agency, is assessed. This involves examining the written Evaluation Sheets completed by members of staff after they have attended a course.

Evaluation can be by a number of methods, including: the assessment of pupils’ work and achievements; the analysis of teachers’ planning; discussion amongst groups of staff or all staff; classroom observation, and external inspection and advice.

Further information

Useful Documents and Resources

DfES/QCA
The National Curriculum: Handbook for Primary Teachers in 
England 2000

DfES/QCA
A Scheme of Work for Key Stages 1 and 2: History

DfES/QCA
Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage
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