CILFFRIW PRIMARY SCHOOL : GEOGRAPHY POLICY

POLICY FOR GEOGRAPHY

Document Purpose
This document reflects the values and philosophy of Cilffriw Primary in relation to the teaching and learning of Geography. It provides a framework within which teaching and non-teaching staff work, and gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment.

The policy should be read in conjunction with the LEA Scheme of Work, which has been adopted by the school, and can be used as a springboard to develop the individual teacher’s ideas in a personal way within the school’s guidelines. This should enable teachers to design a programme of activities that is responsive to their own and children’s skills and needs in Geography at that particular time.

Audience

This document relates to pupils in Key Stages 1 and 2. The children in the Early Years follow the Desirable Learning Outcomes for Knowledge and Understanding of the World, which can be found in the Policy for the Early Years.

This policy is intended for all teaching staff and staff with classroom responsibilities, the School Governors, parents, inspection teams and LEA / Advisers /
Inspectors.

This policy document, after presentation to, and agreement by, the staff and Governing Body, is distributed to all teaching and non-teaching staff and the School Governors. Such distribution ensures the accessibility of the document to visiting teachers, for example Outreach/Support Staff and to parents. Extra copies are available from the Headteacher.

Philosophy

Geography is an essential part of the curriculum. It contributes to the cultural, social, spiritual and moral life of the children as they acquire knowledge of a range of different cultures and traditions, and learn tolerance and understanding of other people and environments.

Geography is the subject in which pupils learn the skills of understanding a locality and how and where people fit into its overall structure.

Developing geographical skills is essential as children live in a world that is wide open to them. With opportunities to travel and work in different cities and countries across the world, pupils need to use efficiently maps, charts and other geographical data. The opportunities for the children to carry out geographical enquiry are also of value.

The teaching of Geography would be difficult without acknowledging the increasing alarm felt by environmentalists about the future of our planet. The Geography Curriculum places great importance on the interaction between the physical environment and the human environment. Many areas of study give opportunities to make children aware of these effects upon their surroundings, their own responsibilities and how they can contribute to improving the environment, however small that contribution might be.

Subject Aims

Geography is a non-core Foundation subject within the National Curriculum. The aims of teaching Geography at Cilffriw Primary are consistent with our school Philosophy and take account of the legal requirements of the National Curriculum.

When teaching Geography, we aim to:

· provide a Geography Curriculum that is interesting, broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated

· enable children to develop their knowledge and understanding of the world in which they live through investigation of that world

· gain a perspective in which children can place local, national and international events

· recognise important geographical patterns and relationships in different landscapes and different activities

· develop a range of skills needed to carry out geographical enquiry and interpret data

· measure the progressive development of geographical concepts, knowledge, skills and aptitudes

· enable children to work geographically in a range of appropriate contexts, using a variety of materials and equipment

· promote positive attitudes towards, and enthusiasm for, geographical work in school

· gain an understanding of the processes that have produced pattern and variety on the Earth’s surface and those processes that can bring about change

· become acquainted with a variety of maps, including large-scale local maps, and to be able to apply skills of map-reading and interpretation to globes and atlas maps, and to identify geographical features.

Work in Geography follows the requirements of the National Curriculum Programmes of Study and the Level Descriptions. The Geography Curriculum is divided into Key Stages and organised into levels of increasing challenge and acquisition of geographical skills.

Subject Objectives
Key Stage 1 pupils should be able:

· to acquire knowledge of the range of the places and themes required by the Programmes of Study, including their immediate locality and a locality further afield

· to recognise, describe and compare places and geographical features

· to recognise changes in the environment and how it could be improved and sustained

· to offer their own explanations for places and geographical features

· to express and justify their personal preferences about features of places

· to develop and use appropriate geographical skills to investigate places and themes.

Key Stage 2 pupils should be capable of:

· acquiring knowledge of a range of places and themes at local and international level, including a locality in a country that is less developed economically

· describing and offering explanations for the characteristics of places, and their similarities and differences

· identifying, describing and offering explanations for physical and human processes

· appreciating the effects of physical and human processes on places and geographical patterns

· appreciating the relationships between people and their environment, and describing and offering explanations for the ways in which environments can be managed

· applying geographical knowledge and understanding learned in one context to other studies in another context

· developing and using appropriate geographical skills to investigate aspects of local and more distant physical and human environments

· undertaking geographical enquiry with an emphasis on collecting and recording evidence and analysing data. At Cilffriw Primary we recognise the importance of geographical enquiry.

Key Stage 1

Enquiry skills consist of:

· asking geographical questions, observing and recording, communicating ideas and information.

Examples of enquiry skills are:

· ‘What/where is it?’ ‘What is it like?’ ‘How did it get like this?’

These enquiry skills should be attained in part through direct experience, practical activities and fieldwork in the locality.

Key Stage 2

Enquiry skills consist of:

· observing and asking questions about geographical features and issues

· collecting and recording information to answer the questions

· analysing the evidence, drawing conclusions and communicating findings

· identifying and explaining different views that people, including themselves, hold about topical geographical issues.

An example of an enquiry skill is ‘questioning’, e.g.:

· ‘What/where is it?’ ‘What is it like?’ ‘How did it get like this?’ ‘How and why is it changing?’

These enquiry skills should be attained in part through fieldwork and classroom activities.

National Curriculum

The subject consists of Programmes of Study, one Attainment Target and eight Level Descriptions, of which six are deemed relevant to the Primary years. The Level Descriptions set out the standard of performance expected of the majority of children at the end of each Level. The Attainment Target is divided into a number of strands throughout Key Stages 1 and 2 and is organised into levels of increasing challenge.

The children undertake a balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes, physical, emotional and intellectual development. Most children should achieve Level 2 by the end of Key stage 1 and Level 4 by the end of Key Stage 2.

Early Years
During the Foundation stage, young children are given opportunities within the Desirable Learning Outcomes ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’ to find out more about the world in which they live and the people they encounter. The children take part in first-hand experiences, including the chance to explore the local environment, gather information, and communicate their views.

Key Stage 1

During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. They also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people, places and environments, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps and photographs.

Key Stage 2

During Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. They find out how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT.

Children will develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and recording information and identifying different views, The will acquire the appropriate practical skills associated with Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use secondary sources of information with accuracy, including aerial photographs, satellite images, etc.

The Programmes of Study

The school will follow the National Curriculum Programmes of Study. In Geography, as in each subject, there are two main requirements.

1. Knowledge, skills and understanding (what has to be taught in the subject during 
the Key Stage).

2. Breadth of study (the contexts, activities, areas of study and range of experiences 
through which the knowledge, skills and understanding should be taught).

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding

Teaching should ensure that geographical enquiry and skills are used when developing knowledge and understanding of places, patterns and processes, and environmental change and sustainable development.

	
	Key Stage 1
	Key Stage 2

	Geographical enquiry  and skills
	Pupils should be taught:

· to ask geographical questions

· to observe and record

· to express their own views about people, places and environments

· to communicate in different ways

· to use geographical vocabulary and fieldwork skills

· to use globes, maps and plans at a range of scales

· to use secondary sources of information and make maps and plans.
	Pupils should be taught:

· to ask geographical questions, and collect and record evidence

· to analyse evidence and draw conclusions

· to identify and explain different views that people, including themselves, hold about topical geographical issues

· to communicate in ways appropriate to the task and audience

· to use appropriate geographical vocabulary and fieldwork techniques

· to use atlases, globes, maps and plans at a range of scales

· to use secondary sources of information, including aerial photographs

· to draw plans and maps at a range of scales, and use ICT to help geographical investigations

· to develop decision-making skills.

	Knowledge and understanding of places
	Pupils should be taught:

· to identify and describe what places are like and where they are

· to recognise how places have become the way they are and how places are changing

· to recognise how one place compares with another and how places are linked to one another.
	Pupils should be taught:

· to identify the location of ,and describe, significant places and environments

· to describe what places are like, and why they are like they are

· to identify how places change and how they might change in the future

· to describe and explain how and why places are similar to, and different from, other places in the same country and elsewhere in the world

· to recognise how places fit within a wider geographical context and are interdependent.

	Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes
	Pupils should be taught:

· to make observations about where things are located and about other features in the environment, e.g. changes in the weather

· to recognise changes in physical and human features.
	Pupils should be taught:

· to recognise and explain patterns made by individual physical and human features in the environment

· to recognise some physical and human processes and explain how these can cause changes in places and environments.

	Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development
	Pupils should be taught:

· to recognise changes in the environment

· to recognise how the environment can be improved and sustained.
	Pupils should be taught:

· to recognise how people can improve or damage the environment, and how decisions about places and environments affect the future quality of people’s lives

· to recognise how and why people might seek to manage environments sustainably, and to identify opportunities for their own involvement.


Breadth of Study

During each Key Stage, pupils should be taught the knowledge, skills and understanding through the study of localities and, additionally, at Key Stage 2, the study of themes.

Key Stage 1

Localities

· The locality of the school.

· A locality in the UK or overseas that has physical and/or human features that contrast with those in the locality of the school.

Key Stage 2

Localities

· A locality in the United Kingdom. The locality can be the school locality or a locality elsewhere in the UK. If the school area is chosen, it should be larger than the immediate vicinity and should cover the homes of the majority of the pupils.

· A locality in a country that is less developed economically.

Themes

· Water and its effects on landscapes and people, including the physical features of rivers or coasts, and the processes of erosion and deposition that affect them.

· How settlements differ and change, including why they differ in size and character, and an issue arising from changes in land use.

· An environmental issue, caused by change in an environment, and attempts to manage the environment sustainably.

In their study of localities and themes, pupils should:

· study at a range of scales – local, regional and national. Scale refers to the geographical extent of the study, e.g. a small village or town, a larger area (such as the midlands of England) and national – a whole country

· study a range of places and environments in different parts of the world, including the United Kingdom and the European Union

· carry out fieldwork investigations outside the classroom.

Throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 there must be progression.

· Gradual development of skills and strategies of enquiry.

· Increasing breadth and depth of study.

· Increasing complexity of localities/themes studied and increasing range of scales.

· Greater understanding of significant ideas.

· Greater awareness of social, political, economic and environmental issues.

· Greater range, accuracy and complexity of vocabulary used.

· Increasing precision and levels of abstraction.

Geographical Skills

Throughout both Key Stages, there is continuing development of a widening range of increasingly complex geographical skills.

Key Stage 1 

Key Stage 1 children are able:

· to use geographical vocabulary

· to undertake fieldwork in the school locality, i.e. the school buildings, grounds and the surrounding area that can be reached easily on foot

· to follow directions

· to make maps and plans of real and imaginary places using pictures and symbols

· to use maps and plans at a variety of scales and globes, in part, to identify major geographical features

· to use secondary sources to obtain geographical information

· to use ICT to help in investigations and to present findings.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage 2 children should be able:

· to use appropriate geographical vocabulary to describe and interpret their surroundings

· to undertake fieldwork using appropriate techniques and instruments to make measurements

· to use and interpret globes

· to use and interpret maps and plans at a variety of scales, and make maps and plans at a variety of scales, using symbols/keys

· to use co-ordinates and four-figure grid references, and measure direction and distance on a map/plan/globe

· to follow routes on a map/plan/globe

· to use the contents and index pages of an atlas

· to use pictures, photographs and other sources to inform studies

· to use ICT to help in geographical investigations, i.e. to assist in handling, classifying and presenting evidence.

Curriculum and School Organisation

The Scheme of Work outlines in more detail how Geography is planned across the whole of each Key Stage with each Year Group having areas of work allocated in the form of topics. Cilffriw Primary organises Geography into a combination of units and topics as laid out in the LEA Scheme of Work.  Where appropriate other schemes / topics may be introduced to enhance a particular topic.
Certain geographical topics at both Key Stages provide opportunities for the development of cross-curricular themes, dimensions and skills.

Planning and evaluation of work takes place in <weekly> (short-term plans), <termly or half-termly> (long-term plans). Planning the topic starts with initial plans. A whole-school Staff Meeting can be called in order to implement any changes.  There may be a period of prominence taught in accordance to the teachers requirements.
As a curriculum area, Geography has a designated Curriculum Co-ordinator.

Scheme of Work

Cilffriw Primary follows the LEA Scheme of Work
Mixed-age Classes

All classes apart from the Speech and Language Unit are single aged classes.
Progression and Continuity

Within the Scheme of Work, learning activities are in sequence to ensure continuity and progression.

By the end of Key Stage 1, most children are able:

· to describe the main features of localities and recognise similarities and differences

· to recognise where things are and why they are as they are

· to express their own views about features of an environment and recognise how it is changing

· to find out about places by asking and answering questions, by observing and by using geographical and enquiry skills.

By the end of Key Stage 2, most children are able:

· to explain the physical and human characteristics of places

· to know the location of significant places in the United kingdom, Europe and the world

· to explain patterns of physical and human features

· to recognise what factors cause changes in the character of places and the environment

· to undertake geographical investigations using a wide range of geographical enquiry skills and resources.

Class Organisation and Teaching Style
Geography has a major contribution to make to the teaching of Equal Opportunities, Special Educational Needs, Multicultural Education, European Awareness, and Citizenship and Personal, Social and Health Education.

At Cilffriw Primary, the importance of fieldwork in Geography is recognised. In order to facilitate this, help and advice is given to staff. Trails will be implemented within school, around school, in the school grounds, within the immediate vicinity of the school and around Cilffriw and Neath.  A residential week/weekend is also organised for Year 5 children at Margam Park Education Centre which specialises in environmental fieldwork with school groups.  Pupils take part in a course designed to enhance the topics that they have been studying at school and to help them to understand how they effect and can protect the natural world.
Health and Safety

Visits and fieldwork are an essential part of the Geography Curriculum towards developing geographical enquiry and skills. A visit should be well organised and provide a stimulating and valuable experience. The pupils should prepare well for the visit and, on their return, use the experience to good effect in the classroom. The class teacher, or leader, should plan the visit meticulously, with the pupils’ safety and welfare paramount.

The following Health and Safety issues should be taken into consideration.

· Where appropriate and necessary the teacher in charge should make a preliminary visit.

· Parents should be informed fully of any proposed visits outside the school grounds and should sign a Parental Consent Form.

· All voluntary helpers should be fully aware of the procedures and their areas of responsibility.

· The children should be supervised fully at all times, with extra care taken near water and busy roads.

· The school policy of <adult:pupil ratio> should be followed.

· If using the school grounds, extra support should be obtained from Teaching Assistants/helpers.

· Care should be taken when the children are collecting samples. For example, if collecting soil, plants, etc., plastic gloves should be worn and hands washed carefully afterwards.

Please see the Policy for Educational Visits for more detailed information.

Assessment, Record Keeping and Reporting

See Policy for Assessment, Recording and Reporting for further details.

Resources and Accommodation
Most resources are kept in the resource area / individual areas. They are accessible only to school staff and to parents under teacher guidance. Children should not enter the resources area at any time.

Some resources are located within Key Stage areas, Year Group areas or individual classrooms. These are items that are used regularly or have been requested specifically by a member of staff.

The Geography Coordinator is responsible for maintaining Geography resources, monitoring their use, organising the Geography store and ordering new resources. Staff inform the Team of any resources they would like added to the store. The Coordinator plans the purchase of resources <each year> based on the Geography budget for that <year>. The Geography budget reflects the degree of priority given to Geography in the School Development/Improvement Plan for any <one year>. Resources are replaced and purchased by the Team in accordance with the general school ordering procedure.

INSET Provision
See the Policy for Professional Development.

Equal Opportunities
All teaching and non-teaching staff at Cilffriw Primary are responsible for ensuring that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, ethnic origin and social circumstances have access to the whole curriculum and the opportunity to make the greatest progress possible in all areas of the curriculum while at our school.

Visits are organised within the locality and further afield.
Special Educational Needs

Children with Special Educational Needs enjoy access to the full Geography Curriculum. Some children could experience difficulty on field trips, for example, because of their physical disability or medical needs. Additional support is given to these children, enabling them to take a full and active role. Tasks are adapted as necessary so that the children can participate. Sensitive grouping should also minimise difficulties.

The pupils in the Speech and Language Unit integrate where appropriate in the relevant year groups.

See Policy for Special Educational Needs.

Links With Other Areas of the Curriculum

As well as making its own contribution to the school curriculum, Geography contributes to the wider aims of Primary education.

English

With careful planning, Geography provides opportunities for children to develop and apply their literacy skills. Reading and writing skills are essential when the children are undertaking geographical enquiry, when collecting information and source material, when making notes and following instructions. Pupils need to communicate in ways appropriate for the task and audience, for example writing to a newspaper about a local issue.

Discussion, drama and role-play are aspects of the Programmes of Study as children develop an understanding of different viewpoints and perspectives. Evaluating environmental issues requires children to articulate their ideas and to compare and contrast their views with those of other people. Good oral communication skills can be developed as the children collaborate in fieldwork.

Mathematics

Opportunities occur for children to apply their mathematical skills when analysing data, reading maps, plans, thermometers, and rain gauges. The use of fieldwork data, timetables and charts contributes to the children’s mathematical understanding.

ICT

The use of ICT can help children’s learning in Geography, providing access to unlimited information. Geographical skills can be developed when using mapping CD-Roms and encyclopaedia. Databases, weather charts, satellite images, tourist information and the latest news of events from around the world can be accessed through the Internet. There are numerous possibilities for sharing work with other schools in the immediate locality, the UK and abroad.

History

There are close links between the two subjects. A study, investigating how an aspect of the local area has changed over a long period of time, or how the locality was affected by a significant national or local event, will link both History and Geography. As children study British, European and World History, they use and develop their mapping skills and learn the location of places.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development Through Geography

Geography provides opportunities to promote the following.

Spiritual development: Through helping pupils to recognise the beauty and diversity of the world. A geographical awareness helps children understand their place in the world. Geography provides opportunities for children to learn about sites of wonder, or physical features that they might wish to visit in the future, for example the Grand Canyon.

Moral development: Through helping pupils to reflect on how the environment is affected by decisions made by people, so that the children can make informed choices in the future. Through discussion, the children learn to appreciate the moral dilemmas posed by introducing changes to the environment (for example, building a motorway) and the effects this can have on the surrounding area.

Social development: Through helping pupils to understand the need to consider the views of others when discussing localities, settlements and the environment. Work on a locality in a less economically developed country provides an opportunity to discuss social issues. Fieldwork encourages collaborative projects, making the most of different strengths and interests within a team.

Cultural development: By exploring different settlements, the children can gain knowledge of different cultures, learning tolerance and understanding of their diversity.

Cross-Phase/School Transfer
In Geography, extra care needs to be taken to ensure that repetition does not occur when it could be avoided. For example, it would be appropriate to identify which environmental issues and localities are to be studied at Key Stage 3 in the local area.

See Policy for Cross-Phase Transfer.

Evaluation
Monitoring is carried out to improve the teaching and learning of Geography within Cilffriw Primary. All staff, appraise the curriculum provision made for Geography within the school, in order that pupils make the greatest possible progress. However, the Geography coordinator monitors the work being carried out. As with all monitoring, the Headteacher has overall responsibility.  Comments are made on the pupils progress by the teacher, which identify individual needs and inform future planning.
Monitoring includes a regular review of the content of the Geography Curriculum to ensure that National Curriculum requirements are being fulfilled. This involves considering the coverage of Programmes of Study at each Key Stage. Pupils’ progress and performance is judged, taking account of factors that might influence this, such as teaching methods, resources, Schemes of Work and accommodation. The organisation of the Geography Curriculum and teaching styles are evaluated regularly. The effectiveness of any INSET for Geography provided internally or by an external agency is assessed.

Monitoring can be by a number of methods, including: the assessment of pupils’ work and achievements; the analysis of teachers’ planning; discussion amongst groups of staff or all staff; classroom observation, and external inspection and advice.

See Policy for Monitoring and Evaluation.

Further Information

Useful Documents and Resources

DfES/QCA
The National Curriculum: Handbook for Primary Teachers in 
England 2000

DfES/QCA
A Scheme of Work for Key Stages 1 and 2: Geography 2000

DfES/QCA
Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage 2000


Ref: QCA/00/587

Geographical Association
Primary Geography

(magazine, subscription only, three per year)

Geographical Association
Handbook of Primary Geography 1998

Geographical Association
Primary Geography: A Pupil’s Entitlement to IT 1998
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