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Document Purpose

This policy reflects the values and philosophy of <school name> in relation to the teaching and learning goals of the children in the Foundation Years. The policy is a framework, within which all staff work, and gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. The policy should be read in conjunction with the QCA Document, Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage, which sets out what pupils should be taught in different areas of learning.

This policy document, after presentation to, and agreement by, the staff and Governing Body, is distributed to all teaching and non-teaching staff and the School Governors. Further copies are available in <location(s)>. Such distribution ensures the accessibility of the document to visiting teachers, for example outreach/support staff and to parents. Extra copies are available from <job title>.

Definition of Foundation Stage

In <school name> the Foundation Stage includes children in the Nursery Class, who have reached the age of three, and the children in the Reception Class.

Philosophy

The philosophy of <school name> is to provide a firm foundation on which all aspects of education are built. We aim to provide a Curriculum that is broad and balanced in content and wide-ranging in approach, helping to ensure future progress and success. We believe that we should create a learning environment that is motivating, exciting and caring, in order to contribute to the children’s positive self-esteem and to inculcate a love of learning.

Aims

The overall aims for the children in the Foundation Years are:

· to enjoy the process of learning

· to experience equality of opportunity in a caring, safe and secure environment

· to be valued as individuals and acquire self-confidence, independence and self-help skills

· to develop enquiring minds, encouraging independent thought

· to gain knowledge, skills, concepts and attitudes that relate to all areas of the Curriculum and to life

· to learn attention skills and persistence, in particular the ability to concentrate

· to cultivate positive attitudes, values and beliefs and develop an understanding of, and respect for, other people’s beliefs and cultures

· to experience personal achievement and appreciate the achievement of others

· to develop a positive self-image and an understanding of their value in society

· to acquire the skills to communicate their needs, feelings and experiences

· to develop respect and responsibility for self and others.

The teachers and support staff at <school name> make every effort to support and take care of the young children, assisting them in the cloakroom, at lunch time, getting changed for PE and other practical activities, while encouraging independence and self-help skills. Foundation Staff supervise the children on arrival in school, at break times and at the end of the school day until they are collected.

Parental Involvement

At <school name> we recognise the importance of the role of parents and the significant influence that they have already played in the early education of their child. We wish to build a firm partnership that benefits and enhances the development and well-being of their child. We involve parents and encourage continued involvement and interest by them in their child’s education.

Additional information on parental involvement can be seen in the Policy for the Induction of Pre-school Children and the Policy for Community Links.

Areas of Learning and Early Learning Goals

The Foundation Stage Curriculum is organised into six areas of learning:

· personal, social and emotional development

· communication, language and literacy

· mathematical knowledge

· knowledge and understanding of the world

· physical development

· creative development.

The six areas help practitioners plan the learning environment, activities, experiences and framework for the Early Years Curriculum. This does not mean that all the young children’s learning is divided into these areas. One experience could provide a child with opportunities to develop a number of competencies, skills and concepts across several areas of learning.

Early Learning Goals

The Early Learning Goals establish expectations for most children to reach by the end of the Foundation Stage, but are not a Curriculum in themselves. The goals are spread across the six areas of the Curriculum and provide the basis for planning through this stage, so laying secure foundations for future learning. By the end of the Foundation Stage, some children will have exceeded the goals. Other children will be working towards some or all of the goals – including younger children, those who have not had high-quality early years’ experiences, those with SEN and those learning English as an Additional Language.

Stepping Stones

This part of the guidance sets out the Early Learning Goals for each area of learning. It shows what practitioners need to know about children’s learning in each area and what this means for their teaching, including planning and assessment, throughout the Foundation Stage. It identifies ‘stepping stones’ of progress towards the Early Learning Goals. These stepping stones identify the knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes that children need, if they are to achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Foundation Stage.

The stepping stones are not age-related goals and their number varies between, and within, areas of learning. In some cases, the stepping stones relate to an individual aspect of an Early Learning Goal, in others a group of closely linked aspects has been brought together within one set of stepping stones. Progression is shown by the use of yellow, then blue and then green bands. It is likely that most three-year-olds will be working within the yellow band, while the stepping stones shown in the green band reflect the attainment of most five-year-olds.

Examples of What children Can Do

Within the framework, examples are given to help practitioners identify how children in each band are making progress.

What Should the Practitioner Do?

This shows how the practitioner can use the information to support and consolidate the child’s learning and help the child to make progress.

Links to the National Literacy Strategy and National Numeracy Strategy

The Early Learning Goals are in line with the objectives in the Strategies for teaching Literacy and Numeracy, which should be taught throughout the Reception Year. At <school name>, the Reception teachers cover the elements of the Literacy Hour and daily Numeracy lesson across the day, rather than in a single unit of time. In order to ensure a smooth transition to the literacy hour and daily mathematics lesson in Year 1, however, discrete units will be in place by the end of the Reception Year.

Areas of Learning – Learning Objectives

Personal, Social, and Emotional Development helps children become confident and establish constructive relationships with other children, parents, and adults. Children should be able to work independently, concentrate and persevere with their learning and explore new avenues, initiate ideas and solve practical problems. They should show respect for themselves and others, take turns and share, express their ideas and feelings and respond appropriately to a variety of experiences. They should be interested, excited and motivated to learn and have increasing awareness of their own needs. They should respond positively to cultural, social and physical diversity and demonstrate care of the environment and of living things. They should be able to dress and undress themselves and manage their own personal hygiene.

This area is seen as critical for young children in all aspects of their lives and gives them the best opportunity for success in all areas of learning.

Communication, Language and Literacy helps children to interact with other people, communicate their thoughts, ideas and feelings and build up relationships with adults and each other. Children can listen to, enjoy and respond to rhymes, stories, songs, music, non-fiction and poems. They can make up stories and take part in role-play with confidence. They learn to enjoy books and handle them appropriately and with care. They understand that words and pictures carry meaning and that, in English, print is read from left to right and from top to bottom. They come to associate sounds with patterns and syllables and with words and letters, to recognise their own names and some familiar words in their reading environment. The children should be able to develop their writing, using pictures, symbols, letters and familiar words, enabling them to communicate meaning.

These outcomes cover important aspects of language development and provide the foundation for Literacy. Children should be helped to acquire competence in English as soon as possible, making use, where appropriate, of their advances in talking and listening and becoming readers and writers. Other areas of learning also make a vital contribution to the successful development of Literacy.

Mathematical Development enables children to further their understanding of number, measurement, pattern, shape and space by providing a broad range of contexts in which they can explore, enjoy, learn, practise and talk.
These outcomes cover important aspects of mathematical understanding and provide the foundation for Numeracy.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World is the area of learning concerned with historical, geographical, scientific and technological learning. Children begin to solve problems, make decisions, experiment, predict, plan and question, in a variety of contexts; to discover and explore their environment, and people and places that have significance in their lives.

Physical Development in the Foundation Stage is about improving skills of co-ordination, control, manipulation and movement. It helps children gain better control and co-ordination as they move safely, confidently and imaginatively, and helps them learn how to handle objects, tools and construction materials safely and with control.

Physical development has two very important aspects; it helps children become confident in what they can do and enables them to feel the positive benefits of being healthy and active.

Creative Development offers children a way to refine their vision of the world and share these feelings and responses with others. Being creative enables children to make connections between one area of learning and another and so extend understanding. Creative Development allows children to express their feelings in a personal and individualistic way.

Class Organisation and Teaching Style

Within any one class, children are given the opportunity to work as a class, individually and in a group. The learning task or activity and the resources being used influence how the class is organised.

Assessment

<School name> has adopted formally the <name of Baseline Assessment>. The progress and learning needs of the children are assessed and recorded through frequent observation and are shared regularly with the parents.

The first assessment takes place at the beginning of the Reception Year. The end of Reception assessment is carried out in <date>, using the same format. By comparing both sets of results, a measure of individual progress can be determined.

This assessment together with careful, continual and consistent monitoring by the teachers throughout the school year, enables early intervention in any special needs that might occur.

Equal Opportunities

All teaching and non-teaching staff at <school name> should ensure that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access to the whole Curriculum and opportunities to make the greatest progress possible in all areas of the Foundation Stage.

Staff should ensure that all children feel secure, included and valued. No child should feel excluded or disadvantaged because of ethnicity, culture, home language, family background, special needs, disability, gender or ability.

Special Educational Needs

See Policy on Special Educational Needs.

At <school name> we aim to provide a happy, stimulating and secure environment for all children, where individual abilities are recognised.

All children are given the opportunity to develop skills to the very best of their ability.

We believe in early intervention and provide equipment, resources and learning activities to meet the individual needs of those children in the Foundation Years who need additional support or who have particular needs or disabilities.

<School name> works with parents to identify learning needs, to respond quickly to any area of difficulty and to formulate an effective strategy to meet these needs, so that later difficulties can be avoided.

Further information

Useful Documents and Resources

DfES
Baseline Assessment for Pupils Starting Primary School 6/98

DfES
National Literacy Strategy 2/98, 2/99, 01/00

DfES
National Numeracy Strategy 1999 and 01/00

DfES/QCA
The National Curriculum Handbook for Primary Teachers 2000

DfES/QCA
Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage (QCA/00/587)

