CILFFRIW PRIMARY SCHOOL

Policy for English
Purpose

This policy outlines the approach and philosophy which underpins the development of English (Literacy) at Cilffriw Primary School.

Aims
It aims to deliver the learning objectives outlined in the ‘Foundation Phase’ and ‘National Curriculum’ documents.  The teaching approaches, strategies and organisation of content, reflect the guidance given in the ‘County Scheme of Work for English’, which ensures effective continuity and progression.

It recognises that children are ‘active, hypothesis driven learners’ and that teaching is most effective when it is meaningful and contextualised, with opportunities for activity, interaction, discovery reflection and consolidation.  Thus the development of oral, communicative and thinking skills is fundamental.  Central to our practice is the belief that all children progress along a continuum of learning, and that the building of self esteem is crucial for optimum progress.

Literacy teaching in every class centres on three strands: text, sentence and word level and their relationship and relevance to each other.  Reading, writing and oracy are clearly interrelated and activities planned often link to, and support, learning in other areas of the curriculum.

Audience
This policy has been presented to, and agreed upon, by all staff.  It is distributed to all teaching and support staff and it has been agreed by the Governing body.  Further copies are available from the Headteacher.

Development of Oracy

Aims

To enable children to speak and listen appropriately, in different contexts, for different purposes and audiences.

Strategies
Oracy is recognised as a key ingredient of all learning, and is given a high profile by all teachers.  Therefore children are given frequent opportunities for structured and unstructured talk in all key stages.  Specific oral language objectives are planned and these are often linked appropriately to reading and/or writing.  Activities may include:

· Role play / cooperative play in ‘Early Years’ classes

· Listening to stories / rhymes on listening stations

· Retelling stories / rhymes
· Predicting / reflecting / discussing stories

· Hot seating / character in role

· Drama / re-enacting stories / events from history

· Oral recounts / news telling

· Problem solving tasks in pairs / groups

· Cooperative science investigations

· Presentations – formal and informal

· Class debates on an issue

· Oral procedures / ‘Blue Peter’ type presentations

· Show and tell

· Explanation during a reflective plenary session

· Collaborative group work, e.g. making a game

Through listening to children talk, teachers will be able to assess:

· What children understand and know about the curriculum

· How they use language to achieve understanding

· How they are listened to and understood by others

· What they understand about the way language works
· How they use language to communicate / intonation / gesture

· How they respond to others by using appropriate vocabulary to argue / disagree / summarise / reach consensus and reshape their ideas

· How they interact socially
· The Pie Corbett approach in developing children’s oracy and writing is being established

Development of Reading

Aims

1.   To ensure fluent, confident, responsive readers of a wide range of texts.
2.   To promote reading for enjoyment.
3.   To develop both visual decoding and comprehension skills.
· Children will be taught to use a range of strategies to tackle new and unfamiliar words.

· In order to understand what they read they will be required to discuss / reflect / predict / infer / deduce and abstract information. 
4.   To enable children to use different strategies – to skim, scan, read closely or 
       continuously, as appropriate, for a specific purpose.
5.   To provide enrichment through reading, through introduction to new and  

      wider experiences and by encouragement to explore their own and others’  

      cultures.
Strategies to achieve this:

· Reading will be taught throughout the school within a balanced reading programme, i.e., through shared, guided and independent reading.

· We will provide a rich literate environment in every class, with the opportunity and context for purposeful reading.  This will include book corners (KS1) / resource areas / genre boxes (KS2) / wall displays / listening stations / tapes.

· Reading will assume a high status. Book bags and folders will encourage the care and appreciation of books.

· Reading skills will be taught systematically through school.  From the outset children will listen to, and join in with, lots of stories and rhymes.  They will experience rhyme, alliteration, repetitive language patterns and be encouraged to act out and re-tell stories they enjoy.  These skills will later be extended through focused teaching of phonics and other encoding and decoding strategies.

· Older children will be taught to read, analyse and internalise the features of a range of different text types.  Interactive activities (e.g. text marking) will be used to highlight linguistic and organisational features.

· Quality reading materials will be used.  The school uses the ‘Ginn All Aboard Reading Programme’, to provide the core of structured reading in KS1.  the scheme provides a good balance of rhyming texts, stories with familiar settings, predictable language patterns and non fiction texts.  It is consistent with our philosophy of providing exciting, meaningful books for children to enjoy, rather than working rigidly through a hierarchical, decoding scheme.  It is supplemented at KS2 by the equally varied ‘Oxford Read Tree’ series, for those children who still need it.
· Parents are valued as partners in the teaching of reading, and are offered guidance on understanding the reading process.  Reading folders (KS1) and diaries (KS2) provide a link with home.

· Paired reading also allows older children to read to, and support the reading of, younger children.

· Assemblies and special events also provide opportunities for pupils to rehearse and polish their reading, for performance.

Assessment of Reading

The school uses a reading profile to ensure the progress of each child and also to highlight any general deficit in reading skills that need to be taught. NFER tests provided by the LEA are also used, and the data is analysed and discussed by all staff.

Development of Writing

Aims

1   To teach children to write well, in a range of text types and forms, appropriate

      for different purposes and audiences.

2.   To ensure effective use of vocabulary and style, and with increasing control of 

      correct grammar, spelling and punctuation.

3.   To develop fluent, legible handwriting.

4.   To use ICT to present writing in different forms.

Strategies

· Oral work before written work is a key principle of the scheme of work.  Children therefore will spend time reading, analysing, discussing and understanding how model texts are structured, and how different conventions (organisation and language) are used for effect.

· Teachers will use modelled, shared and supported writing to teach new aspects and to extend and improve children’s writing.

· Sentence level work (grammar) and word work will relate to the text type or form being taught.

· Opportunities will be provided in the Early Years’ classes, for children to write freely, without constraint, to experiment with orchestrating their developing skills, in meaningful contexts.  This practice will be build upon in subsequent classes with children’s writing being improved and extended, through the systematic teaching of writing skills (phonics, spelling strategies, language patterns and handwriting).

· The text types will be taught and extended sequentially, as set out in the scheme of work.

· Opportunities from all areas of the curriculum will provide the context and stimulus for writing tasks.

· Marking will relate to the learning objectives of the task and to the stage of development of the child.  Work will be valued and shared with others, through display.

Spelling

Spelling is an aspect of writing that is taught systematically through school.  There are two aspects to be considered:

1. All children need to be taught the skills and strategies to spell words in English, many of which defy established rules or are not phonetically plausible.

2. In addition, if we are to build self esteem, and avoid the problem of reluctant spellers being ‘afraid’ to attempt to spell, and thus use simple, uninteresting vocabulary, to write very little, we recognise we need a structure that responds to the individual needs of each pupil.

The Spelling Programme

Teachers follow the spelling programme outlined in the Scheme of Work.  This is  supported in KS1 by Foundation Phase and the Jolly Phonics scheme and at KS2 by the Ginn ‘Spellits’ programme, which help develop the following strategies in a meaningful, interactive way:

· Identifying sounds in words (phonemes)

· Sequencing sounds (initial, medial and final)

· Sounding out (stretching words)

· Segmenting words

· Identifying clusters, common endings

· Finding words in words

· Using ‘rime and analogy’

· Recognising common letter strings and patterns

· Finding root words / investigating meaning and derivation

· Investigating and formulating spelling rules

· Using and creating ‘fun reminders’

· Investigating suffixes and prefixes

· Using the ‘look, say, cover, write, check’ strategy to learn tricky words.

Process

· From the outset, children attempt to spell independently – invented, semi-phonetic, or phonetic – will be valued as evidence of a child’s developing ability as a speller and writer.  An initial letter and a magic line is acceptable and will help build confidence and independence, and allow children to continue their composition without interrupting the flow of writing.

· Tricky and high usage words will be displayed in all classes, to support writing.  Mistakes will be regarded as developmental signposts, and used to inform teaching.

· Following focused marking children will transfer some corrected spellings into a personal journal to create a personal and relevant list to learn, using the LCSWC strategy. Subject specific or key topic words may sometimes be included on these lists.

· More able pupils will be required to research words (e.g. to investigate derivations, create word webs or generate spelling rules).

· Paired testing may be used to inform the teacher of progress, as it ca be a powerful learning tool.

· ‘Have a go’ pads will be used as part of the process, when children check and refine their work, during the re-drafting process.

Handwriting

This is a skill that has to be taught and practised regularly.  In the Early Years a range of activities aim to improve dexterity and develop pencil control.  Correct pencil grip and letter formation are taught from Reception and reinforced constantly.  All teachers follow the sequence for teaching letters and joins, outlined in the Scheme of Work.  Particular care has been taken over the choice of handwriting pens.

Assessment of Writing
Folders are kept for each child, which include a range of writing over each key stage.  The context for the writing, and the degree of support given, in any, is recorded.  They are used with the child for discussion of progress and are useful for self-evaluation and reflection.
