
AIMS  FOR  EARLY  YEARS  EDUCATIONPRIVATE 

The Desirable Outcomes have been used to inform the following aims.  These are outlined broadly as essential aspects of Early Years Education.  The teacher's objective will be to help the child towards realising each aim.

1.
Personal, Social and Moral/Home and School.

2.
Knowledge and Understanding of the World.

3.
Language and Literacy.

4.
Mathematical.

5.
Aesthetic and Creative.

6.
Physical Development.

7.          Bilingualism.
1.
PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND MORAL INCLUDING HOME AND SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS

The teacher will take account of the child's social and emotional development, in the first instance, by helping the child adjust to school.  She/he will be encouraged to play, talk and co-operate with other children and adults, to develop personal skills and abilities which will foster her/his self-confidence and self-control.

The relationship developed between the teacher and parents is essential when the child is coming up to nursery/school age.  Before her/his third birthday, the child is invited to visit the Nursery so that she/he and his family become accustomed to the staff, the children and the environment.  When she/he then starts school, provision is made for the parents to stay with the child for as long as they feel it necessary.  The nursery teacher sensitively advises the reluctant parents of the benefits of involvement in their child's time at school.  Parents are encouraged to stay at Nursery, not only to help with tasks such as sewing, cutting up and painting, but also to become involved in their child's work.  The teacher has daily contact with each parent and considers mutual understanding of crucial importance.  This relationship continues and develops through Reception class.  The Reception class teacher relies on the help of parents for all sorts of activities including out of school visits and swimming.
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2.
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD.

An important basis of intellectual growth is the development of perception.  The child's perception of the environment will depend on what she/he sees, hears and does.  As early learning comes through the senses, opportunity is made for experimenting with and expression in a wide variety of materials and equipment.  Such experiences will foster the child's curiosity and encourage their own questions and answers.  The teacher and nursery nurses will seek to organise the classroom so that the child will experience discovery leading to intellectual growth.  The pace is unhurried and children are encouraged to think, ponder and ask questions. 

3.
LANGUAGE AND LITERACY
There is a clear relationship between intellectual and language development.  Language it has been said, is the means by which a child make sense of his environment.  The growth of language is fostered in the Early Years by involving the children in social and physical activities.  The use of language to question, justify, explain, recall and compare becomes the major means of sharing.  
Language arises from interaction between the adult and the stimulated child and child with child. 

A deliberate selection of story and picture books are available and ample opportunity is given for the children to use them and to share them with the teacher, nursery nurses and parents.  Story times are very important and should provide an emotional experience as well as an opportunity for language enrichment.  It is hoped that the use of names, captions and teacher-written sentences, will foster early-association of the printed word with spoken language.  As children move to Reception their spoken and written language develops increasingly and also their reading skills.  

4.
MATHEMATICAL
Children bring to school with them a basic understanding of mathematical processes.   The teacher values such experiences and these form the foundation of numeracy.   It is essential that these concepts are taught in a visual and practical way.  Mathematics must be understood in a concrete form in order for later abstract ideas to be meaningful.  The Early Years Curriculum will provide rich and varied mathematical experiences and specific language in order to provide a fascination for the subject.
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5.
AESTHETIC AND CREATIVE
Objectives related to the child's aesthetic and creative development will be concerned with creative and expressive progression in and a growing awareness of beauty and the beginning of discrimination.  The child will be encouraged to be active in a creative and expressive way in Art, Music and Drama.  In general, the children will be led to distinguish between natural and man-made objects which they handle frequently and to appreciate and enjoy the surroundings.

6.
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Physical activities are part of the normal day's programme.  Apparatus, such as climbing frames, slides, tricycles, see-saw, are available and the teacher will suggest progressive activities to the child.  Children, whether venturesome, nervous or clumsy are encouraged to explore their own potential.  Development of co-ordination by throwing, catching, aiming and knocking down.  Imitation of actions of animals and vehicles in movement; response to the stimulation of music, percussion and singing will encourage the children to explore their capabilities through body-awareness. 
The P.E. programme develops progressively through the Foundation Phase. 


7.         BILINGUALISM
During the early years of school, children will hear a substantial amount of the Welsh language spoken incidentally and later on more formally.  They will be taught to communicate in Welsh in its basic forms from the very beginning of school, learning phrases such as, “bore da, diolch yn fawr, mae plant yn dod i mewn”.  The children’s developing oral skills will form the basis for later skills of reading and writing in Welsh.  Generally, all planned, enjoyable activities will have a Welsh dimension and is regarded as an integral part of school life by the children as they grow.    
E:\USR\TYPING\EYEARSPO

