CILFFRIW PRIMARY SCHOOL : CWRICWLWM CYMREIG POLICY

THE CURRICULUM CYMREIG 

INTRODUCTION

Cilffriw Primary School is situated in the village of Cilffriw, near Neath.  The children who attend the school come from the villages of Cilffriw and Aberdulais.  Most of the children who attend the school are of Welsh origin, although none are from Welsh speaking homes.  Almost all the staff have their roots in South Wales.
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

At Cilffriw we are aware of the important role that the school plays in engendering in all pupils a strong sense of their own national identity, in developing an appreciation of their Welsh heritage and instilling respect for and an interest in the Welsh language.
Through all areas of the curriculum we aim to:

· Give pupils a sense of place and heritage

· Develop appreciation of the traditions and values of the community and the influences which shaped them.

· Integrate pupils into the community and celebrate the distinctive nature of the language and culture of the community and Wales as a whole.

· Help pupils to become aware of the part played by language and literature in Welsh life, both now and in the past.

· Give pupils an understanding of the creative and expressive arts in Wales.

· Develop pupils awareness of the Christian tradition in church and chapel and its influence on Welsh life.

· Help the children to see the relevance of Wales in the modern world.

In Cilffriw Primary School we aim to integrate the Cwricwlwm Cymreig naturally across the whole curriculum, and it is not an element added on to the curriculum already delivered.

THE CURRICULUM CYMREIG IN PRACTICE AT CILFFRIW

A Welsh ethos is created in the school by encouraging staff and pupils to use the Welsh language in everyday situations, e.g., greetings, simple commands, during registration and observation of the weather.  Posters, signs and relevant displays are placed around the school and the language is to be heard during assemblies and concerts.

The Welsh dimension is explored across all areas of the curriculum.

ENGLISH

Pupils are introduced to stories and poems from Wales including works by Welsh authors written in English, and works that have a Welsh setting or a special relevance to Wales.
SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS AND TECHNOLOGY

Pupils are taught to find out about the different kinds of plants and animals found in the local environment and other habitats.  Where it is appropriate, visits to Techniquest, Plantasia, the National Botanic Gardens (Middleton) and Folly Farm are planned.

THE HUMANITIES

Pupils learn about the physical environment beginning with the school’s own extensive grounds, extending into the local environment and the Gower peninsular.  They are made aware of the relationship of Wales to the wider world and the influences that have changed it.  Visits to the St. Fagan’s Folk Museum and Llancaiach Fawr, amongst others, help the children to understand their own Welshness and the social, cultural and ethnic influences that have shaped it.
Pupils make visits to study local places of worship and local clergy and lay preachers are frequent visitors to the school to take part in assemblies and other activities.  In assemblies pupils learn about the significance of Christian festivals and the Welsh language is used when possible.  Pupils also learn about the lives of Welsh saints and others who have shaped the religious history of our country.
CREATIVE ARTS

Whenever possible crafts people are invited into school to work with the children and regular visits are made to the Glynn Vivian Art Gallery to participate in a variety of workshops.  On St. David’s Day the children are asked to make observational drawings based on a Welsh theme, e.g., the Welsh Costume, love spoons, National emblems.

Pupils are made aware of the strong Welsh tradition in music, and are encouraged to become involved in choral singing and playing a musical instrument.  Ample opportunities are provided for each child to take part in concerts, assemblies and presentations.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Throughout the year pupils take part in inter-school matches in football, rugby and netball and also in athletic tournaments.  This gives the children the opportunity to meet pupils from other schools.

EARLY YEARS
All under fives will be given opportunities to hear about Wales, about their locality, about customs, about stories, about people, thus enhancing their experience of life in Wales.  They learn such things as colours and numbers in both English and Welsh and they also learn about the jobs of people who help them in the community.  All these experiences will help these young children to develop a sense of identity and an understanding of the place where they live.
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