An Audit of Bilingualism in Primary and Nursery Schools

Standards

Key question 1: how well do learners achieve?

Checklist: common features where pupils are achieving good

standards:


[image: image1]In general, the pupils are making good progress in relation to the linguistic background of the school and the area it serves.
Pupils are making consistent and clear progress in relation to both languages on the basis of their achievements in the previous stage of their education.
Subject standards of achievement are at least satisfactory in Welsh first language/Welsh second language and in English4.
Standards are at least satisfactory in the key skills of

communication/literacy in welsh and English5.
In the Welsh education sector, KS2 pupils make good progress in developing dual literacy skills.
Pupils make regular use of Welsh, at the appropriate level, when talking to each other and with their teachers beyond their lessons.
Pupils have positive attitudes towards Welsh and bilingualism. They use Welsh spontaneously at the appropriate level.
Pupils are aware of the benefits of being bilingual.

The quality of education and training
Key question 2: how effective are teaching, training and

assessment?
Checklist: common features where the quality of education, training and assessment is good:

The methods used in the classroom to develop the proficiency of pupils in Welsh and English are suitable, taking into account the linguistic nature of the school and the area it serves.
Teachers provide a suitable range of coherent learning experiences in speaking and listening, reading and writing in Welsh and in English, where appropriate.
Where appropriate, teachers provide a range of opportunities to develop pupils’ dual literacy skills.
Teachers provide pupils with a good quality language model, by speaking clearly and correctly in the appropriate register and using appropriate terminology.
Teachers introduce new language items carefully, including vocabulary, sentence patterns and grammar. They provide good opportunities for intensive reinforcement, practice and using language in less structured situations.
Teachers regularly gather information on pupils’ progress in a range of speaking and listening, reading and writing skills in both languages from a range of sources across the curriculum.
Effective use is made of assessments to plan the next step in pupils’ linguistic development.
Marking pays attention to the quality of expression as well as pupils’ understanding of the work.
Key question 3: how well do learning experiences meet the

needs and interests of learners and the wider community?

Checklist: common features where the quality of the learning experiences is good:
The time allocation for Welsh is good.
Where Welsh is taught as a second language, the organisation of the curriculum is appropriate.  Where relevant, there is effective co-operation between the classroom teachers and the ‘athrawes fro’.
In the Welsh education sector, the curriculum provides good opportunities to develop an increasing range of language skills in both Welsh and English in key stage 2.
There is good continuity in terms of pupils’ learning experiences in Welsh across and between the early years, key stage 1 and key stage 2.
There is continuity and progression in the opportunities to learn through the medium of Welsh or bilingually across the early years, key stage 1 and key stage 2.
The Welsh language has a prominent place in terms of ethos. Pupils have good opportunities to use the Welsh language and their bilingual skills beyond their dedicated Welsh lessons

Key question 4: how well are learners cared for, guided and

supported?
Checklist: common features where the quality of care, support and guidance for teachers is good:

The school prospectus gives parents a clear picture of the opportunities to study subjects through the medium of Welsh or bilingually in each key stage.

Parents have a clear understanding of the school’s language policy and the way in which bilingualism is promoted, and they support them. They are aware of the benefits of their children developing their ability in both languages.
Pupils and their parents know about the opportunities available to them to continue with Welsh-medium or bilingual education in the secondary sector.
The provision for pupils with special education needs takes account of pupils’ linguistic background. These pupils, where appropriate, receive a full range of curriculum experiences through the medium of Welsh or bilingually.
A good range of support services is provided through the medium of Welsh or bilingually where appropriate.
The school makes appropriate arrangements for pupils who are latecomers to Welsh-medium or bilingual education, or who do not have previous experience of learning through the medium of Welsh or bilingually.
In the English-medium sector, the school provides support that enables pupils from a Welsh language background, or who speak Welsh fluently, to fulfil their potential in Welsh.

Leadership and management

Key question 5: how effective are leadership and strategic

management?
Checklist: common features where the quality of leadership and strategic management is good:

The school has a comprehensive and challenging language policy, and the expectations are known to the entire staff. The policy clearly demonstrates the extent of the school’s Welsh-medium or bilingual provision and how the school promotes the bilingualism of every cohort of pupils. The policy takes account of the LEA’s language policy and Welsh Education Scheme.
The school is aware of the Assembly’s policy objectives relating to bilingualism. It has clear targets for developing its provision. 
The targets the school has set take account of local and national priorities.
The governing body has ownership of the school’s language policy and monitors its implementation. The body is aware of the Assembly’s expectations, the LEA’s language policy and its Welsh Education Scheme.

Key question 6: how well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve quality and standards?
Checklist: common features where the evaluation and improvement of quality and standards are good:

Senior managers and the relevant subject co-ordinators have detailed information about the quality of provision and standards of bilingualism that pupils achieve.
There are clear targets, including quantitative targets where

appropriate for addressing issues and seeking further development in relation to provision and standards in Welsh, English and bilingualism.
Development plans identify clear and detailed strategies, and allocate sufficient resources.

Key question 7: how efficient are leaders and managers in

using resources?
Checklist: common features where leaders and managers use resources well:
The school has enough qualified staff who can teach through the medium of Welsh or bilingually, and they are used appropriately.

The school provides good quality support through the medium of Welsh, where appropriate, for pupils with special educational needs.
There is a sufficient supply of resources for supporting pupils’ bilingual development.

Proposals included in development plans have been carefully and realistically costed.
