Afan Nedd Primary School
A Policy for Bilingualism

Definition of Bilingualism

Bilingualism is the ability to communicate accurately and effectively in two languages. The fluency and accuracy of the communication will depend on the age, ability, background and linguistic experiences of each individual.  
This Policy takes account of a range of documents and policies by the LEA, Estyn, WAG and ACCAC:

· Strategic Education Plan (NPT)

· Welsh Education Strategy (NPT)

· The Common Inspection Framework (Estyn)

· Dual Literacy – discussion paper (Estyn)

· Cwricwlwm Cymreig – discussion paper (Estyn)

· Supplementary guidance for inspecting bilingualism (Estyn)

· The Learning Country (WAG)

· Iaith Pawb (WAG)

· Cwricwlwm Cymreig Guidance (ACCAC)

Aim 

We aim to promote bilingualism across the curriculum within the context of the linguistic background of the school and its community, to enable pupils to communicate effectively in English and Welsh at a level appropriate to their age and ability. (This may be changed as the school sees fit).
Staff Training
· As a school we are committed to staff development and training. All staff attend Welsh second language courses on a rolling programme.

Curriculum Planning

· In the Early Years, teachers provide role-play opportunities through the medium of Welsh as well as a range of relevant activities such as songs and rhymes and incidental Welsh.
· In KS1, teachers continue many of the Early Years activities and introduce Welsh as a subject, following the school scheme of work. Incidental Welsh is increased and elements of the Cwricwlwm Cymreig are used to develop bilingualism.

· In KS2, teachers follow the school scheme of work for Welsh and elements within other schemes of work where “communication skills” are signposted. Incidental Welsh is continued and pupils are encouraged to converse in Welsh whenever appropriate.
Promoting bilingualism through extra curricular activities

Pupils’ bilingual skills are promoted through a wide range of extra curricular activates such as:

· Welsh Club
· Urdd Activities

· Residential courses in Llangrannog

· Welsh Assemblies

· St. David’s Day activities – concerts / Eisteddfod etc.

(Schools should adapt the above list to reflect the activities in their school.)
Community Links

· The school takes part in a range of concerts and events within the community which promote pupils’ bilingual skills.

Monitoring and Evaluation

· Teachers regularly gather information on pupils’ progress in speaking, listening, reading and writing in both English and Welsh from a range of sources across the curriculum. This process leads to the setting of realistic, but challenging targets within the School Development Plan.
Assessment

· Effective use is made of assessments to plan next steps for pupils’ development in both English and Welsh.

SEN

· Provision for SEN pupils takes account of their linguistic background. Wherever possible they are included in all classroom activities.
Inclusion

· The school makes appropriate arrangements for pupils who have no previous experience of learning Welsh as a first or second language.

Information for Parents

· The school prospectus contains information about the school’s policy for teaching Welsh.

Resources

· Human resources – schools should list information about staff expertise and qualifications.

· Teaching Resources – The school ensures that there are sufficient and appropriate resources to promote all language skills.
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