
W H A T   I S   A R T ?PRIVATE 

"ART  IS  NOT  REALLY  'THINGS' BUT THE IDEAS AND VALUES OF THE ARTIST WHO MADE THE THINGS."   D. RICHARDSON 1984.
So Art is one way of organising and communicating experience, feelings and ideas in either visual or tactile form.  Artists use various materials and techniques to express and convey perception by means of visual language. 

EXAMPLE


In literature the elements comprising language are vocabulary and grammar used in a creative, communicative way.

In Art the elements are:  lines, colours, patterns, shapes, tones and textures including form and space (models, sculpture).

In Art the artist may be trying to convey an idea or feeling about a subject or experience

(Recognisable or abstract).

WHY  TEACH  ART ?
"Learning in Art provides pupils with a unique way of perceiving themselves and the world -which is not taught in other curricular areas and which is essential to basic education".

At Cilffriw School, together with other subjects, Art makes an essential contribution to the development of creativity and imagination and visual communication.

Art education contributes to the (learning of or) development of :-


Observation skills.


The ability to: Express ideas and feelings


                  Recording visual images.



                  Interpret visual images.


                  Skills of planning.


                  Awareness of the work of Artists, craft workers and designers.


EXISTING  STRENGTHS  IN  SCHOOL
Children mix their own colours from the later stages of nursery.

In Nursery painting is an everyday activity where children explore and experiment with paint on papers.

It is important that these young children are given opportunity to paint on large and smaller pieces of paper  -  white and coloured sugar papers are best.

In Reception children mix colours competently, preparing and tidying their materials.

Alongside colour mixing, children paint with Readimix, sometimes illustrating wall stories.  It is recognised that this is a skill of replicating and not creating but the attention paid to observation of illustrators' styles is important.  (In developing skills of control (fine motor) is a useful activity).

Throughout Years 1 & 2 pupils continue to mix colours on a very regular basis, painting from their imagination and observations.  Readimix is used alongside powder colours.

Years 3 & 4 paint regularly  -  this at present is topic-led.  Opportunity must be given for every child to explore and continue to experiment with colours and texture in paint again using a variety of papers:  sugars and cartridge.

Also it is important to offer varying sizes of papers.

Years 5 & 6 must continue to paint regularly.  By now they should be competent users of powder, blocks and readimix, able to organise their own activity including setting and clearing up.  It is important that children realise they do not have to finish in the given slot of time.  Paintings at any stage may be re-visited and finished later.  It is essential that all pupils are taught workshop skills  -  setting up and clearing up.

DRAWING USING A VARIETY OF MEDIA
From Nursery, children are taught to draw using a variety of pencils, pens and other mark-making materials.  Daily opportunity is given to allow children to explore and experiment with line and colour using chalks, pastels, felt pens, crayons and pencils.  It is important that a variety of paper is available, all different sizes and colours.  Glossy paper is unsuitable.

It must be recognised that 'colouring in' has nothing to do with Art  -  and although this form of activity may be justified on the grounds of, "aiding the child develop fine motor control" it must not be classed as Art.

Children are encouraged to complete observational drawings i.e. plants, pets, familiar objects, from Nursery and the progression through K.S.1 is clear.

Much of the drawing completed by the children is to record a completed activity such as :



We went for a walk.



Here we are over the Wild Life Park.

Again stories are illustrated by drawing as are :  Science activities, History, Geography and other curricular areas taught in class.

Use of different media for drawing continues in K.S.2.

Pastels, pencils, charcoal are used at present on a topic-led basis.  Children draw regularly to illustrate their subject work.  It is important that much of this in History will be imaginative, based on what they have understood and seen, (observational) based on what they have seen in museums and in handling artifacts.

In Science, drawing will be observational and emphasise accuracy and detail  -  with little place for imagination.

Quality of drawings will always be emphasised with children being taught to use pencils, etc. properly  -  never hurriedly.

Work must never be sloppy or untidy.

WEAVING
This is becoming a strength in school, with all teachers able to teach simple, and some more complex, forms of weaving.  This follows INSET with Alistair Duncan a tapestry weaver.

Paper weaving begins in Nursery and Reception classes with progression into wools beginning at Y1 into Y2.  These skills are extended to Y3 & Y4 with pupils producing pleasing work based on drawings and design processes.  It is important that these skills are further extended through Y5 & Y6 with pupils producing more complex designs.  Class projects have been completed here let by topics in History i.e. The Swansea Blitz.

MODELLING MATERIALS
Some classes are using dough, Woody Form and plasticent.  Woody Form tends to be used as part of a class topic :




e.g.
Reception made monkeys.





Y1 made animals.





Y5 made Vikings models.





Y6 made Black & White animals.

All children should use modelling material to create their own objects  -  this may mean simple sculptures using twigs, card, wood as Year 4 Celtic houses.

Art, Craft and Design must include:

Drawing and Painting.

Printing and Modelling.

Weaving and Textile Design.

Sculpture and photography.

Graphics and Video.

Health and Safety Policy.

BASIC REQUIREMENTS AT K.S.1 & 2
Pupils should be given opportunity to :-

Undertake a balanced programme of Art, Craft and Design tasks which clearly build on previous work and achievement.

Work in 2 and 3 dimensions and on a variety of scales.

Learn about artist, craft workers and designers working in a range of media from different periods, cultures and contexts including local Welsh examples.

Work individually in groups and in whole class workshops.

Organise and care for materials, tools and equipment.

Work with a range of materials, tools and techniques including I.T.


K.S.2

PAINTING


Use of observed shapes and more 


Blocks, powder, Readimix, oil and


abstract ideas:                



P.V.A. to introduce texture.  Variety               






of brushes, papers, canvas, card 


e.g. make a landscape or still




materials.


life using hues of green or grey.




